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Here are some beautiful Icons
from the Orthodox world.
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BULGARIA

AFRICAN SAINTS
The Sunday after Pentecost is All Saints Day. The
Eastern Orthodox Church commemorates All
Saints collectively on this day.
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MISSIONARY TRIP TO NEW MEXICO
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This past July, Deacon David, Meghan Kenny, Colin
Treanor, Andrew Kincaid and Fr. Herman traveled to the
Navajo Nation in New Mexico to do mission work. This trip
was organized by YOCAMA (Young Orthodox Christian
Feast of
American Mission Adventures). The
Transfiguration,
purpose of this group is for teens to
August 6
provide philanthropic work to the Navajo
Blessing of Fruits
and Blackfoot Nations. This philanthropy
& Vegetables.
includes medical screenings, construction,
food pantry, food distribution, home
visitations and more. Our total group size
was well over 50 youth and adult volunteers.
Dormition, August 15
Our mission trip lasted one week, departing on a Saturday
Blessing of Flowers
and returning home the following Saturday. The excitement
we felt for the trip was overshadowed a bit by not knowing
exactly what to expect. We packed our supplies according to Below: Beheading of St. John the
the instructions, but didn’t know the routine. We were the Baptist, August 29: Icons: His
first group to arrive in Albuquerque (other groups came from Birth, Baptizing Christ and the
Chicago, Boston, California and Florida). We checked into a Beheading of Prophet St. John
the Baptist.
hotel after arriving and immediately Deacon Dave and Fr.
Herman were assigned rental vehicles and asked to help pick
up the other groups from the airport.
Vespers on Saturday and
Divine Liturgy on Sunday
were celebrated at St.
George Greek Orthodox
Church in Albuquerque. St.
George’s faithful graciously
provided us dinner on Saturday and lunch on Sunday. They
also prepared around 60 containers of food for us to
distribute on the Navajo reservation.
On October 7th, Sister
We drove out to the Reservation on Sunday afternoon
Alexandra of Saint
(about 2 hours away), settled into our dorm-type rooms and
Elisabeth Convent, Minsk,
geared up for the approaching work week. There was plenty
Belarus visited our church.
of down time for everyone to visit and build friendships. We
She sold these handmade
also celebrated Matins and Vespers every day at our dorm.
items to help support the
Monday through Thursday were work days. We were
work they perform for
assigned a different type of activity each day so that everyone
children with special needs
had a chance to try all the jobs. The only exception was the
and adults living in a home
medical professionals in our group, who were needed in the
for the mentally
clinics for screenings. Jobs included construction (installing
challenged, plus a TB clinic
solar panels, rebuilding mobile home skirting, tree cutting,
for more than fifteen
weeding, painting, etc.), medical screenings (lead, asthma,
years. For more
eyesight, etc.) and food/water delivery. The work days were
information Google Saint
long, but extremely rewarding. Meeting the Navajo people,
Elisabeth Convent Minsk,
entering their homes and hearing their stories was priceless.
Belarus.
Each evening we were given time to rest, play volleyball and
basketball, wash up and share our daily experiences with the
Last year we participated
rest of the group.
in Bishop Paul's request
On our last full day (Friday) we ventured to Pyramid Peak
to raise funds to buy 10
at Red Rock Park to mountain climb. This was a long (3+
motorcycles for the
mile trail) ascending 800 feet. Everyone in our group was able
clergy of Kenya. The
to finish! We drove back to Albuquerque and flew home on
Midwest Diocese
Saturday. You can see the disappointed look on Colin and
responded so well that
Andrew on the plane home. We look forward to another
there was enough money to buy
successful trip in 2018
36 motorcycles. They won't have
and thank all the
to walk those long, long roads any
sponsors on this 2017
more. The Diocese received these
trip!
photos, and the thanks of the
faithful there.
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YOCAMA Trip to New Mexico's Navajo Indian Reservation

Groups arrived in Albuquerque, New Mexico, attend vespers, dinner &
orientation at St. George Orthodox Church, overnight there, and attend
Liturgy the next am before driving to Gallup, N. M. where they will spend
the week helping with food & water deliveries, construction work & assist
with medical screenings.
Missionaries: Fr. Herman, Dn. David Kenny, Colin
Treanor, Andrew Kincaid & Megan Kenny traveled
to New Mexico to represent our parish as
missionaries.

These are the accommodations at the
Guest Dorm.

Assisted
with medical
screenings.

Pantry, food &

water

Construction work
included painting
and installing a
solar panel,
propane tank, sink & plumbing to
enable running water in a home.

Free time, games at night and vespers.
At the end of their week-long visit as missionaries, they got to climb a mountain.
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NATIONAL NURSE WEEK MAY 6-12
DID U KNOW

Mat. Jessica
Kinkead

Leah Gurnic

Debra Koncel

We Proudly Present Our Nurses

Bonnie
Kreischer
Gavin &
Jeanette are
part of
Dn. Mark
&
Mat.
Penny's
family.

Helene
Delgado

Jamie
Hartley

Jeanette
Schubkegel

Last day of church school
The children had a really good
time as there was so much to do at
the fun factory.
Our Annual Kermesh

When our iconographer Fr. Theodore Jurewicz
comes to work at our church he brings his really
well behaved bird Pablo. We are not sure but, we
think Pablo bit Fr. Herman. Fr. Ted's son, John
who assists him, brought someone to our church
also, his darling new daughter.

50 YEARS AGO
The Beatle's
recorded this still
famous album.
The Picasso Statue
was unveiled in
Chicago.
The Big Mac was born.
100 YEARS AGO

Fr. Herman Blessing
the parishioners autos.
Everybody had
an enjoyable time
& the food &
weather were
great.

In 1945 a B-25
Bomber crashed
into the Empire
State Building
after becoming disoriented in a fog. It
plowed into the 78th & 79th floors,
killing 14 people. The 4 alarm fire that
broke out was extinguished in 40 min.
and the undamaged parts of the
building were open for business 2 days
later. One woman fell 75 stories in an
elevator shaft, but because the long
cables had fallen, they created a cushion
for her fall. She suffered a broken back
& neck, but she survived.

In 1917 Irving Berlin wrote
a song that no one heard
until 22 years later when
Kate Smith asked him for a
patriotic song, and the
world first heard "God
Bless America". He also wrote "White
Christmas".

On November 15 we begin the Nativity
Fast that lasts until December 25 when
we celebrate the Birth of Christ. Here
are a couple of items you
may not have discovered
that can replace meat and
THANK YOU
dairy in your diets:
TO ALL WHO HELPED IN
Have fun with vegetables
ANY WAY
like carrots
To: The "0" Club for the
instead of hot
Mothers and Fathers Day
dogs, and
gifts.
some stores
To: Greg Erbstoesser
are selling
for making Easter
patties that
baskets for our
look like meat but are vegetarian, and
shut-ins and then
look for
personally delivering each and
vegan
every one.
products.
To: All who serve the
church.
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Metropolitan Tikhon, and our Bishop
Paul concelebrated at Glorification of
St. Mardarije at St. Sava Monastery
in Libertyville, IL. on July 14-16,
2017. Presiding at this Pan-Orthodox
celebration was His Holiness,
Patriarch Irenej of Serbia, who was welcomed by His Grace,
Bishop Longin of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of New
Granica. Numerous hierarchs were present for the weekend
celebration. We wrote about Bishop Mardarije becoming
one of "Two Orthodox Saints" in our Winter 2015-2016 issue
which can be reviewed on our church web site, or in our
church library.
Bishop Mardarije was North America's 1st
Ruling Serbian Bishop. He purchased the land,
with his own funds, for the St. Sava Monastery in
Libertyville, IL.
Our former Mat.
Gayle Karaffa, her
daughter Mat.
Laryssa Hutnyan,
and granddaughter
Natalia Hutnyan,
DPT. (a recent graduate of Belmont U.) all participated in the
Cleveland Clinic's Ovarian Cancer Walk/Run event in early
August. A team from St. Andrews Church participated to
support Mat. Laryssa who is a survivor of this cancer. Her
operation and subsequent treatments were all done at the
Cleveland Clinic, plus she works there. They all look
physically fit, and healthy. Congrats to the whole team.
Oct. 11-12, Barry Koncel & Fr.
Herman attended the Annual
Midwest Diocesan Assembly in
Ohio. Barry's report will be
included in the packet of reports
given out at our Annual Parish
Meeting in February.

Above: The famous Golf
Outing Committee. We wish to
thank the committee for a
really fun day.
Right: Barry Koncel had a
“HOLE IN ONE”! WOW, we
are impressed. Good work.
Below: Our annual outing to
the White Sox baseball game.

Our Annual Memorial Day Grave Blessing By Our
Church’s War Memorial At Evergreen Cemetery.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

MEMORY ETERNAL
Our condolences to Fr. Herman’s family and to his Parents on
the falling asleep in the Lord of his sister, Michaelene. A
Memorial Service was held at St. Luke’s in Palos Hills on
10-29-17.
Paula Ogurkiewicz and her sister Marilyn Michals had a
celebration of their mother's birthday. Pauline Michals
was 100 years old on Sept. 1. Also pictured are her
granddaughter Larisa and Fr. Herman. We wish Pauline
many more years. She’s a wonderful lady.

We are saddened by the Falling asleep in the
Lord of Mary Conrad. She was a life-long
member of our church who many of us knew
our entire lives. She was able to attend a
liturgy at our church, at it’s new location,
before she entered the Concord Extended
Care Center in Oak Lawn and became one of
our shut-ins.
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Merry Christmas from the EOPS Committee

The Nativity Sermon of St. John Chrysostom

FALL 2017

CALENDAR
06—ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDER WORKER
13—REPOSE OF ST. HERMAN
17—CHILDREN’S YOLKA
24—27 SEE WEEKLY BULLETIN FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES
25—JAN 4 NO FASTING
06—HOLY THEOPHANY (BLESSING OF WATER)
02—PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE
04—BLESSING THE SCOUTS
11—ANNUAL MEETING

Behold a new and wondrous mystery. My ears resound to the DEC
Shepherd’s song, piping no soft melody, but chanting full forth a
heavenly hymn. The Angels sing. The Archangels blend their voice in
harmony. The Cherubim hymn their joyful praise. The Seraphim exalt
His glory. All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead here JAN
on earth, and man in heaven. He Who is above, now for our redemption FEB
dwells here below; and he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised.
Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the stars the singing of angelic voices; and in place of the sun, enfolds w ithin itself on every
side, the Sun of justice. And ask not how: for where God wills, the order of nature yields. For He willed; He had the power; He descended; He
redeemed; all things yielded in obedience to God. This day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is, becomes what He was not. For when He was
God, He became man; yet not departing from the Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any loss of divinity became He man, nor through increase
became He God from man; but being the Word He became flesh, His nature, because of impassability, remaining unchanged.
And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not bringing with Him Angels , nor
Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dominations, nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, treading a new and solitary path, He has come forth from a
spotless womb.
Since this heavenly birth cannot be described, neither does His coming amongst us in these days permit of too curious scrutiny. Though I
know that a Virgin this day gave birth, and I believe that God was begotten before all time, yet the manner of this generation I have learned to
venerate in silence and I accept that this is not to be probed too curiously with wordy speech. For with God we look not for the order of nature,
but rest our faith in the power of Him who works. What shall I say to you; what shall I tell you? I behold a Mother who has brought forth; I
see a Child come to this light by birth. The manner of His conception I cannot comprehend.
Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored. O ineffable grace! The Only Begotten, Who is before all ages, Who cannot be touched or
be perceived, Who is simple, without body, has now put on my body, that is visible and liable to corruption. For what reason? That coming
amongst us he may teach us, and teaching, lead us by the hand to the things that men cannot see. For since men believe that the eyes are more
trustworthy than the ears, they doubt of that which they do not see, and so He has deigned to show Himself in bodily presence, that He may
remove all doubt.
Christ, finding the holy body and soul of the Virgin, builds for Himself a living temple, and as He had willed, formed there a man from the
Virgin; and, putting Him on, this day came forth; unashamed of the lowliness of our nature. For it was to Him no lowering to put on what He
Himself had made. Let that handiwork be forever glorified, which became the cloak of its own Creator. For as in the first creation of flesh,
man could not be made before the clay had come into His hand, so neither could this corruptible body be glorified, until it had first become the
garment of its Maker.
What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me with astonishment. The Ancient of days has become an
infant. He Who sits upon the sublime and heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without
complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by an infant’s bands.
But He has decreed that ignominy shall become honor, infamy be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness.
For this He assumed my body, that I may become capable of His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me His spirit; and so He bestowing and I
receiving, He prepares for me the treasure of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me His Spirit that He may save me.
Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Nativity. For this day the ancient slavery is ended, the
devil confounded, the demons take to flight, the power of death is broken, paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin is removed from
us, error driven out, truth has been brought back, the speech of kindliness diffused, and spreads on every side, a heavenly w ay of life has been
¡in planted on the earth, angels communicate with men without fear, and men now hold speech with angels.
Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in heaven; on every side all things commingle. He became Flesh. He did not become
God. He was God. Wherefore He became flesh, so that He Whom heaven did not contain, a manger would this day receive. He was placed in
a manger, so that He, by whom all things are nourished, may receive an infant’s food from His Virgin Mother. So, the Father of all ages, as
an infant at the breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may more easily see Him. Since this day the Magi too have come, and
made a beginning of withstanding tyranny; and the heavens give glory, as the Lord is revealed by a star.
To Him, then, Who out of confusion has wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the Father, and to the Holy Spirit, we offer all praise, now and
forever. Amen.
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