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Our New Chandelier is a gift in memory of Julia Loveland.

The Miracle of Fire

We received the gift for
Christmas.
Finally got it hung for Easter.
Thanks to all who helped.
Easter Sunday, the children followed Fr. Herman around the
church in an unplanned event that delighted everyone.
MISSION STATEMENT: To live and share the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, ministries and service.
VISION STATEMENT: Grow God’s family, experience God’s transformative love and develop dynamic disciples of Christ.

PAGE 2 Pentecost: The Descent of the Holy Spirit
The Old Testament feast of Pentecost occurred 50 days
after Passover—the commemoration of the Exodus of the
Israelites from captivity and slavery in Egypt—in
celebration of God’s gift of the Ten Commandments to
Moses on Mount Sinai.
In the New Covenant of the Messiah, the Passover event
takes on its new meaning—the celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection, the “passing over” from death to life and
from earth to heaven, the “exodus” of God’s People from
this sinful world to the eternal Kingdom.
The New
Testament Pentecost also is fulfilled and made new by
the coming of the “new law” with the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the disciples of Christ. As we read in the Acts
of the Apostles 2:1-4, “When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire,
distributed as resting upon each one of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit Christ
promised to His disciples came on the day of Pentecost
(John 14:26, 15:26; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:5) as the apostles
received “the power from on high” and began to preach
and bear witness to Jesus as the risen Christ, the King
and the Lord. Traditionally, this moment has been called
the “birthday of the Church.”
In the liturgical services for the Great Feast of Pentecost,
the coming of the Holy Spirit is celebrated together with
the full revelation of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. The fullness of the Godhead is manifested
with the Spirit’s coming to man, and the Church’s hymns
celebrate this manifestation as the final act of God’s
self-disclosure and self-donation to the world of His
creation. For this reason, Pentecost Sunday also is called
Trinity Day in the Orthodox Christian tradition. On this
day, the icon of the Holy Trinity — particularly that of the
three angelic figures who appeared to Abraham, the
forefather of the Christian faith—often is placed in the
center of the church, alongside the traditional Pentecost
icon depicting the tongues of fire hovering over the
Theotokos and the 12 Apostles, the original prototype of
the Church, who sit in unity surrounding a symbolic
Image of “cosmos,” the world.
On Pentecost, we have the final fulfillment of the mission
of Jesus Christ and the first beginning of the messianic
age of the Kingdom of God mystically present in this
world in the Church of the Messiah. For this reason the
50th day stands as the beginning of the era that is
beyond the limitations of this world, 50 being that number
which stands for eternal and heavenly fulfillment in
Jewish as well as Christian mystical piety: seven times
seven, plus one.
Thus, Pentecost is called an “apocalyptic day,” which
means the day of final revelation. It is also called an
“eschatological day,” which means that it is the day of the
final and perfect end—in Greek, the eschaton. When the
Messiah comes and the Day of the Lord is at hand, the
“last days” are inaugurated, in which “God declares, ‘I will
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.’” This is the ancient
prophecy to which the Apostle Peter refers in the first
sermon of the Christian Church, preached on that first
Pentecost Sunday (Acts 2: 1 7; Joel 2: 28-32).
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3.
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The Holy Empress Helen
uncovered the Precious Cross and
Nails of the Lord at Jerusalem in
326. As her son, Constantine the
Great, was the first Roman
Emperor to recognize Christianity,
they made a plan to build a church
on the site of the Lord’s
suffering. She went to Jerusalem with a large
quantity of gold and a letter from her son to
Patriarch Macarius, requesting his help in restoring
the Christian Holy places.
Her quest for the Life - Creating Cross was
unsuccessful until an elderly Hebrew named Jude
told her that the cross was buried under the Temple
of Venus. St. Helen ordered the temple to be
destroyed and the site excavated. Soon, they found
Golgotha and the Lord’s Sepulchre. Also, near the
spot of the three crosses, a board was found with
the inscription written by Pilate (John 19:19) and
four nails which had pierced the Lord’s Body.
To discover which of the three crosses was the one
that Christ had been Crucified, the Patriarch ordered
that a dead man be placed upon each cross in
turns. When a corpse was placed on the Cross of
Jesus, he immediately came to life. Everyone was
convinced that the Life - Creating Cross had been
found.
We commemorate the “Uncovering of the Precious
Cross” on March 6. Some St. Peter & St. Paul
parishioners, will experience the fruits of the labors
of the Holy Empress Helen on their trip to the Holy
Land this year.
Constantine is also the first
Emperor to move his seat of
government from Rome to
Constantinople. The city is now
known as Istanbul, Turkey and
our Orthodox Patriarch still is headquartered there,
but our magnificent Haifa Sophia Cathedral was
turned into a Mosque after the Ottoman Invasion,
and now is a museum.
St. Helena Finding the True Cross & Nails

We are saddened at the
tragic fire that gutted Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris.
It was not only a special place
for French Catholics, but the
most tourist visited monument
in all of France. The twin bell
towers & the famous stained
glass windows were spared
as were their most religious
relics saved, including their most sacred relic: The
Crown of Thorns. What was begun in the 12th &
13th centuries, will be rebuilt.
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The Great Feast of Pentecost is not simply the celebration of an event which
took place centuries ago. Rather, it is the celebration of what must happen—
and indeed does happen—to us in the Church today. We have died and risen
with the Messiah-King, and we have received His Most Holy Spirit. We are
the “temples of the Holy Spirit.” God’s Spirit dwells in us (Romans 8; 1
Corinthians 2-3, 12; 2 Corinthians 3; Galatians 5; Ephesians 2-3). We, by our
own membership in the Church, have received “the Seal of the Gift of the Holy Spirit” in the
sacrament of Chrismation. Pentecost has happened to us.
During the Divine Liturgy on Pentecost, we recall our baptism into Christ as we sing, in place
of the Trisagion, the well known verse from Galatians: “As many as have been baptized into
Christ, have put on Christ.” The usual antiphons are replaced by special psalm verses that
emphasize the meaning of the feast, while the day’s readings from the Epistles and Gospels
recall the Holy Spirit’s coming to men. The kontakion speaks of the reversal of Babel, as
God unites the nations into the unity of His Spirit. And the troparion proclaims the gathering
of the entire universe into God’s “net” through the work of the inspired apostles. In the
hymns “O Heavenly King” and “We have seen the True Light”—sung on Pentecost for the
first time since Holy Pascha—we invoke the Holy Spirit to “come and abide in us” while
proclaiming that “we have received the heavenly Spirit.”
On the evening of Pentecost Sunday, at Vespers, three lengthy prayers are recited, during
which we kneel for the first time since Pascha. The Monday after Pentecost is the Feast of
the Holy Spirit, while the Sunday after Pentecost is the Feast of All Saints. This is the logical
liturgical sequence, since the coming of the Holy Spirit is fulfilled in us as we pursue holiness
and sanctity in our own lives—that holiness and sanctity which constitute the very purpose of
the creation and salvation of the world: “Thus says the Lord: ‘Consecrate yourselves
therefore, and be holy, for I your God am holy’” (Leviticus 11:44-45, 1 Peter 1:15-16).
Thus, Pentecost ushers in a new era, in which we are called to pursue sainthood by acquiring the Holy Spirit, by
opening ourselves to the fullness of Christ’s revelation to mankind, and by anticipating the Kingdom of God, yet to
be fully revealed, but already fully present in our midst as we entreat the Holy Spirit to “come and abide in us” now
and in the life of the world to come.
By: Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko
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The Five Week’s of Holy Lent.

We commemorate
the restoration of
icons during reign of
holy Empress Theodora.

Triumph of Orthodoxy

Procession with Icons.

We hosted a fellowship
afterwards.
Gregory Palamas

Annunciation

Presanctified Liturgy
with Bishop Paul
This year’s Veneration of the
Cross floral arrangement around
our cross was offered by the
family of Marge Ruzich.
Deanery Vespers at St. Michael’s
Burbank

Veneration of the
Cross

St. John
Climacus

St. Mary of
Egypt

On April 13, the St. Tikhon’s Seminary Choir sang in our choir loft during Great
Vespers, but then came down for photos, and each gave a little talk about
themselves.

Making up the Pussy Willows
and Palms for the parishioners
to carry on Palm Sunday.

Palm Sunday procession
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July 20, 1969
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Forgiveness Vespers
Neil Armstrong was an Eagle
Scout and took his medal to the
moon. When they landed he said
“The Eagle has landed.” Was he
referring to the Apollo 11 module,
named “Eagle”, or himself, as he
was an Eagle Scout? We are
proud to have an Eagle Scout as
Haley Brown won a First Place a parishioner, Paul Gurnic.
Ribbon at York High School for
her watercolor painting of a Greek
Fishing Village.
Congratulations
to Meghan
Can You Read This?
Kenny, an early
graduate of
Oswego High
School. She
just got accepted into
Aurora
University’s
Palm Sunday: the children of our
Nursing program.
church organized a Bake Sale
during fellowship to get money to
buy gifts for the Navajo Indians.
They raised over 500.00.

Church School
Service
Project April
19 where the
kids colored
eggs and
played Bingo
with the
residents of
Eve Assisted Living, where
parishioner Lil Gula lives.

The photos to the right are from
Good Friday. The Church
School Children and the “0” Club
have traditionally had a Service
Project Day. The children did
some baking, made wreaths and
this year they also made candles. The “0” Club, did their
usual red egg wrapping. Thanks
to all who helped.

Fr. Herman’s family got a new
puppy. Adorable Sammy is a
Havanese.

Sammy has been to church and
likes Father’s office.

Blessing and
wrapping the Red
Eggs for Easter.
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Armenian Patriarch Mesrob II, of
The OCA celebrates the 50th anniversary of the
the Orthodox Christians (70,000)
Canonization of Saint Herman of Alaska and the
in Turkey, Fell Asleep in the Lord
granting of Autocephaly. There will be guided
at age of 62 in a hospital. He
trips to the Holy Sites of Alaska. The official
dates for our Diocese will be:
had suffered from Dementia since
August 19-25, 2020.
2008. In his youth he had studied in Germany and
the United States.
HAPPY 15th (60th Issue) ANNIVERSARY TO US.
We created the first issue in spring of 2004 on a
Burr Ridge, Illinois, March 8, 9, 10, 2019
single legal sized sheet and it grew to a standard
sized 6 page issue in color. As we stated in our last
issue, we hope you have found the past issues to
be interesting, educational, and occasionally
amusing. We have attempted to showcase the Holy
Days, the many activities in the lives of our old,
young, & new parishioners, as well as bringing
news of Orthodox happenings from around the
Guest speaker: Bill Marianne world, from the time of Christ to the present day.
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ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD

RR

spoke to our Parish Council on Notice: We will no longer be printing labels for the Newsletter,
after this issue, for our parishioner’s who pick up their copies in
Friday evening about “a new church. Of course, we will continue to mail out copies to our
and more effective Parish shut-ins, and to those living out of state, and you will still be able
operational paradigm.” Then to read the issue that Fr. Herman includes in his Sunday email
on Saturday he conducted a Newsletter. Back copies can be read on our church’s website.
day long program called, When the Quarterly arrives from the printer, Fr. Herman will
IGNITING THE FLAME, which announce that they are here and can be picked up as you leave
after the service.
was attended by clergy and
Orthodox believers from our Did you know that the famous Cherry Trees in
Washington D.C. were a gift from Japan in 1912?
church, and from our sister churches.
Mr. Marianes also spoke briefly to us at our Sunday
Liturgy. He is a very dynamic, charismatic speaker
who is deeply involved in his calling, to be a
Disciple of Christ, and urging us to discover our
own personal calling to be more effective and
engaged as Disciples of our church.
Thank you to Barry Koncel, who arranged this
event after hearing Mr. Marianes speak at the AAC
in St. Louis this year.
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